[Graves' disease in the elderly].
Characterization of elderly (> or = 65) patients with Graves' disease (GD) was discussed. Emaciation was the symptom that was most frequently found in elderly patients. The presence of goiter, exophthalmos and increased appetite decreased with age, while weight loss, anorexia and arrhythmia increased. Elderly patients often have serious complications such as congestive heart failure and atrial fibrillation. Serum levels of free T3, free T4 and TSH receptor antibodies were significantly lower in elderly patients. In addition to fewer clinical signs and symptoms of GD in elderly patients, prominent cardiac or gastrointestinal findings may make the diagnosis more difficult. Elderly GD patients should be treated with antithyroid drugs. Radioiodine therapy may be considered after normalization of serum thyroid hormone levels.